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What is Environmental Commenting?
• FWC staff provide expert opinion on potential adverse 

impacts to Florida’s imperiled species and their habitat.
• Objectives

• Avoid
• Minimize
• Mitigate

• Recommendations via permit conditions or best 
management practices



FWC Authorization for Commenting
• Florida Statutes

• 379.2431
• Marine Turtle Protection Act & Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act

• 161.053 (Beach and Shore Preservation)
• 20.331 (FWC’s Organization Structure)

• Florida Administrative Code
• 62B-33 (Rules for coastal construction)
• 68A-27 (Rules for threatened and endangered species)

•  United States Laws
• Endangered Species Act (1973), Marine Mammal Protection Act 

(1972), Coastal Zone Management Act (1972)



Types of Projects

• Beach nourishment
• Coastal structures
• Piers
• Armoring
• Beach structures
• Beach cleaning
• Beach events 
• Exterior lighting



Project Notification
• Requests to review sent to FWC

• General inboxes
• ConservationPlanningServices@MyFWC.com 
• MarineTurtle@MyFWC.com 
• ImperiledSpecies@MyFWC.com 

• Direct emails to staff
• Internal coordination with other FWC sections

• Staff member assigned as lead reviewer

mailto:ConservationPlanningServices@MyFWC.com
mailto:Marineturtle@myfwc.com
mailto:ImperiledSpecies@MyFWC.com


Factors to Consider

• Design and siting
• Potential habitat modification
• Construction methods
• Timing – season, day/night
• Data – nesting and stranding
• Other imperiled species

• Shorebirds
• Beach Mice
• Gopher tortoiseshttps://gis.myfwc.com/ShoreMapper/

https://gis.myfwc.com/ShoreMapper/


Review Process
• Assess potential impacts on imperiled wildlife
• Coordinate with subject matter experts
• Collaborate with federal partners (USFWS, USACE)
• Compile questions / comments / concerns
• Request Additional Information – RAI 



Challenges – Rocks on Beaches

• Coastal structures
• Breakwaters
• Groins

• Existing revetments
• Placing sand over rocks

• Risk of entrapment



Challenges – Beach and Dune Design
• Existing armoring

• Proposed fill covering seawalls
• Adjacent roadways

• Gentler slopes provide easier access
• Wide dune crests

• Higher risk of disorientation



FWC Comments
• Recommendations are on based on:

• Expert opinion
• Data
• USFWS State Programmatic Biological Opinion (SPBO)
• Project scope – (duration, timing, and other factors)

• Regulatory reviews – permit conditions
• Technical assistance – best management practices
• Template of standard conditions to maintain 

consistency 



Project Commencement
• Pre-construction meetings

• Discuss project details and responsible entities involved
• Marine turtle nest surveys and nest relocation
• Shorebird surveys
• Communication between contractor and surveyors



Project Duration
• Progress meetings with authorized entities 

• Status updates
• Resolve issues



Project Completion
• Post-construction monitoring:

• Marine turtle nest monitoring
• Lighting surveys
• Scarp monitoring and remediation
• Tilling, compaction sampling

• Coordinate with DEP, USACE, and USFWS to ensure 
reports are submitted and conditions followed



Questions?

Eric.Seckinger@MyFWC.com 

MarineTurtle@MyFWC.com

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/sea-turtle/ 

mailto:Eric.Seckinger@MyFWC.com
mailto:MarineTurtle@MyFWC.com
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/sea-turtle/
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